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Abstract
Musical performers or instrument makers often describe the musical sound of an erhu
(Chinese two-stringed fiddle) with “stuffiness”. However, currently a suitable sound quality
index to evaluate the “stuffiness” of musical sound has not existed yet. The “stuffiness” is
found to be strongly related to the sound between 1500Hz and 2500Hz. A new objective index

to properly describe the “stuffiness” of musical sound was established and proved to be
satisfactory subjectively.

keywords: erhu, sound quality, musical sound index, stuffiness, stringed musical instruments.
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